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In the fall of 2007, the town of Jena, Louisiana, came under intense

scrutiny for the treatment of the “Jena 6” by the criminal justice system. The facts in this situation are known to many:  six black high school students were charged with attempted murder after they allegedly beat a white high school student. The school fight followed a series of racially charged incidents including the hanging of three nooses on a tree on school grounds.  This session will examine the Jena situation to identify the role mediation, discretion, and restorative justice can play in addressing highly-charged issues before they escalate. What could we learn from Jena?  Panelists will explore such questions as:

How could community or school-based peer mediation have been used to resolve the initial disputes they situation escalated?

What have we learned about the exercise of discretion by students, school administrators, the police, the prosecution, defense lawyers, jurors and others in Jena?  What other discretionary decisions could have been made in this and similar situations that might lead to different results in the community?

How could restorative justice be utilized to help address the racial

tensions underlying the various incidents that occurred in Jena ‹ and to heal the community?
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