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National Summit sponsored by the American Bar Association Presidential Commission on Fair and Impartial State Courts in cooperation with the National Center for State Courts

Charlotte, NC

May 7 – 9, 2009

AGENDA

Thursday, May 7

Charlotte Westin

2:00 p.m.


Training Session for Reporters 

· College Room, Level Two
3:30 p.m.


Training Session for Moderators




-
Harris Room, Level Two
2:00 – 7:00 p.m.

Delegate Registration 

-
Grand Promenade, Level Two

5:30 – 7:00 p.m.

Reception
· Grand Ballroom A/B, Level Two

Welcome by The Honorable Sarah Parker, Chief Justice, Supreme Court of North Carolina 

7:30 p.m.


Faculty Dinner – Commission Members, ABA Officers, 





Conference Presenters, and Local Host Committee 

· Duke Mansion

Remarks by The Honorable Jean Hoefer Toal, Chief Justice of the South Carolina Supreme Court



Friday, May 8

Charlotte Westin

7:30 – 8:30 a.m.
Continental Breakfast


-
Grand Promenade, Level Two

8:30 – 9:00 a.m.
Welcome 

-
Grand Ballroom C, Level Two

H. Thomas Wells, Jr., President, American Bar Association




Prologue and Introductory Remarks 

The Honorable Mark D. Martin, Senior Associate Justice, North Carolina Supreme Court; Co-Chair, Presidential Commission on Fair and Impartial State Courts

Edward W. Madeira, Pepper Hamilton LLP; Co-Chair, Presidential Commission on Fair and Impartial State Courts

9:00 – 9:30 a.m.
Keynote Address

-
Grand Ballroom C, Level Two




Introduction:   H. Thomas Wells, Jr., President, American Bar Association 

Keynote Address: The Honorable Sandra Day O’Connor, Associate Justice, Supreme Court of the United States (Ret.) 

Remarks on behalf of the National Center for State Courts:  

    Hon. Margaret H. Marshall, Chief Justice, Supreme Judicial Court of Massachusetts; Chair, Board of Directors, National Center for State Courts 

9:30 – 10:30 a.m.
Opening Session: Comparing Expectations (Opinion Survey)

-
Grand Ballroom C, Level Two


Presenter: Professor Pamela S. Karlan, Stanford Law School 

An overview presentation led by Professor Karlan that recaps the findings of a public opinion survey on public attitudes toward the justice system commissioned by NCSC.  Results will be analyzed against similar questions asked of the conference participants, and presenter/pollster will analyze the differences and offer explanations for differing opinions and perceptions.

10:30 - 10:45 a.m.
Break
Friday, May 8 (continued)

10:45 – 12:15 p.m.
Plenary Session #2: What are the Challenges?

-
Grand Ballroom C, Level Two

Acknowledging the problems and tensions that exist among the branches of government and how these tensions impact fair and impartial courts.  What are the challenges and misconceptions?  This session will detail the 

series of problems that arise among the branches of government with respect to justice issues.   What are some of the problems arising from this conflict?    

Panel Discussion:

Moderator:  The Honorable Judith S. Kaye, Chief Judge, State of New York (Ret.); Of Counsel, Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP
The Honorable Roy Barnes, former Governor of Georgia; former member, Georgia State House of Representatives
The Honorable Christine M. Durham, Chief Justice, Utah Supreme Court

The Honorable Joe Hackney, Speaker, North Carolina House of Representatives  

Susan K. Urahn, Managing Director of the Pew Center on the States 

12:30 – 1:45 p.m. 
Lunch Program


-
Grand Ballroom D, Level Two

2:00 – 3:30 p.m.
Plenary Session #3:  Making Things Work: Examples From Where the Rubber Meets the Road
-
Grand Ballroom C, Level Two

This 90-minute panel discussion will provide examples from five states where the branches of government have successfully worked in tandem on thorny policy issues.  Representatives from Arizona, California, Indiana, Ohio, and Pennsylvania will focus on the strategies and tactics they adopted to successfully implement “justice as the business of government” in court funding, the foreclosure crisis, juvenile justice, and mental health.  Panelists will include representatives from the three branches of government.

Moderator:  The Honorable Ruth V. McGregor, Chief Justice, Arizona Supreme Court 

Foreclosure  -- The Honorable Thomas J. Moyer, Chief Justice, Supreme Court of Ohio; and Kent Markus, General Counsel, Office of The Honorable Ted Strickland, Governor of Ohio

Friday, May 8 (continued)

Juvenile Justice – The Honorable Randall T. Shepard, Chief Justice, Indiana Supreme Court; The Honorable Dennis T. Avery, Indiana State Representative

Mental Health -- The Honorable Estelle B. Richman, Secretary, Department of Public Welfare, Pennsylvania 




Adequate Court Funding -- William C. Vickrey, Administrative Director

Administrative Office of the Courts, California 

3:30 – 3:45 p.m.
Break
3:45 – 5:15 p.m.
Speak Up Sessions
-
Rooms TBA




1) Ensure adequate funding for the state courts and related services in good and bad economic times.

2) Foster innovative solutions to challenges in the state court justice systems.

3) Improve cooperation and communication among the three branches and among local governmental stakeholders.

4) Maintain and increase public respect for the fairness and impartiality of the state courts.

6:00 p.m./

Summit Reception and
7:00 p.m.
Dinner 

-
Grand Ballroom D, Level Two


Introduction: J. Mark White, President of the Alabama State Bar 
Remarks by: Dean Erwin Chemerinsky, University of California – Irvine School of Law 

Saturday, May 9

Charlotte Westin

8:00 – 9:00 a.m.
Continental Breakfast

-
Grand Promenade, Level Two

9:00 – 11:00 a.m.
Analysis and Summary of Speak Up Findings
-
Grand Ballroom C, Level Two

Moderator:  William Hubbard, Chair, ABA House of Delegates 
Presenters:  

Rosalyn W. Frierson, State Court Administrator, South Carolina 
The Honorable Rebecca L. Kourlis, Executive Director, Institute for the Advancement of the American Legal System 
Thomas W. Ross, President, Davidson College 
David B. Rottman, Principal Court Research Consultant, National Center for State Courts 

Panel:
The Honorable Shirley S. Abrahamson, Chief Justice, Supreme Court of Wisconsin  

David Adkins, Executive Director, Council of State Governments

Carolyn B. Lamm, President-Elect, American Bar Association

Mary Campbell McQueen, President and Chief Executive Officer, National Center for State Courts

David C. Quam, Director, Federal Relations, National Governors Association
11:00  – 11:15 a.m.
Break
11:15  – 12:00 noon
Closing Remarks

-
Grand Ballroom C, Level Two

H. Thomas Wells, Jr., President, American Bar Association

Hon. Margaret H. Marshall, Chief Justice, Supreme Judicial Court of Massachusetts; Chair, Board of Directors, National Center for State Courts 
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